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To All Ralers and «Magiſtrates, tobe 
Ss TENDER, &c. | 


TOR we (the People in Scorn called 
Quakers) have ſuffered as the Lambs of 

Chriſt by all ſorts of powers, both Im- 
_ priſonment, and ſpoiling of our Goods, 
> '- only for ſerving and worſhipping the 
God that made us: | And for theſe thirty five or 
thirty ſix years the. Goales in moſt Counties have 


ſeldom been empty but we are and have been Im- 


priſoned, and many to Death ;, which bath cau- 
fed many Weeping Widdows, and many Crying 
Fatherleſs, and yet having their goods ſpoiled 


which ſhould refreſh and nouriſh them; _ And 


did we ever but Intreat, when we have been threat- * 
ned? and when we were- Curſed by Biſhops and 
Prieſts, did not we Bleſs ? and We, who are and 
have been Perſecuted, have not we alwayes prayed 
wr our Perſecutors * have. not we been devoured 
like Chickens and. hunted like Partridges by Birds 
of Prey ? Have not we been as Sheep among 
Wolves? . and do not you know, that in New-Eng- 
land ſome of us haye been Hanged and others Bani- 


ſhed on pain of death, and others their Bodies whipt 


«nd beat till. they have been like a Gelly ? and bave not . 
others of us had our Ears cut and ſome Branded with 
Pe To "AY | 4 


| 4) . 
a Hot Tronin the other Power's ; dayes ? Andnow in 
Severall Dungeons and Goales Men and, Womeh are * 
Crowded, yea ſome that have Sucking Children 2 
Oh! do not loſe'ithe Bowels of Humanity, nor the 
love and tenderneſs of Chriſtianity ; do ye and they 
leirn of Chriſt, who is meek and low in Heart, 
that do and have done ſo unto ws : Would fach 
be fo ſerved themſelves ? is this ro fulfill the Royall 
* Law of God, To do nnto all men as they would have them 
-— do unto them? 'Arenot many of ns ſpoiled both in our 
Trades and Hisbandry through the hiformers thattake 
away our Goods ?-God in Heaven knows and ſees 
all -ourSuffermgs: and Af flitions ; which i is only for 
Obeying and Serving and Worſhy WIG 049 
 * And yon know that the Prophets and C brift. and 
the Apoſtles, they were never Impriſoned, ndr Per-/ 
| ſecixedand ſiiffered as Juſt and Righteous men (by 
| them. that made themto-Suffer') but rhe Queſtio! 
15, Whether they. would be- (0 done unto themſelves, as they 
do unto others ? whether they would not oy it to be hard 
meaſure ? 
_ - Thereforel beſeech you al ro 6nd der, whetht 
ever Chriſt and his ApoſHes'did give any Power to Tm: 
priſon and-perfecute, and ſpoil the goods of any for Obey- 
mg, ſerving and Warſhipping God that made them ? or did 
they ever perſecute, Impriſon or ſpoil the g60ds of | wy by 
| confe they would not be of their Religion? - \ © © 
\ * > Oh! therefore conſider, -your that pobſets -your 
ſees _—; {tree ne not up your Bowels of Com- 
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paſſion againſt your Brethren ; but as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Pur on Bowels of Mercy and Loving-kindneſs one 
towards another. And conſider what became of 
Pharadb, that Oppreſt and Perſecuted the Children 


_ of 1ſrael, and all his Hoſt that roſe up againſt them, 


and would not let them go to worſhip God. And 
what became of Cain, that Killed and Perſecuted 
his Brother about Religion? And what became 


_ of the Old Ungodly World? And what became 


ofthe Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, that grieved 
Juſt Lot > And what became of the Jews that Per- 
ſecuted the Prophets, Chrift and the Apoſtles ? 
Did they not Perſecute them becauſe they obeyed 
God, and they themſelves diſobeyed God 2 And 
what became of them that Perſecuted Daniel 'and 
the Three Children ? © Did "not they Perſecute 
them for Worſhipping & Obeying God that made 
them 2 And what do you Read will become of 
the Beaſt thar- Compelled ro Worſhip > Andrhe 
Whore ſpoken of in; the Revelations, that drinketh 
the Blood of the Marryrs and Servants of Jeſus : 
Doth not John inthe Revelations lay, har their End 
will be Deſtruftion and their followers, with the Devil and 
his Angels ? Who was the firſt that-led Manard 
Woman from Obeying God 2 i 5 ae 
- But my deſire is, thatnone that Profeſs Chriſti- 
anity may follow their Wayes, -leſt rhey;'partake” 
with them jn'their Miſery ,* buttharall\may'tome: 
tothe knowledge of the truth, as itis in Jeftts/and* 
IT it 


0 + EF Godin D Spin mou together. AS Chrife 
bach Commanded. 

And Chrift Jc{us by. tbe Grace of God hath t: ta- 
fied Death for every. Man; and: rhen. harh. he nog 
{hed his Blood forall 2 And then bought thera 
with the price of his Blagd > .. And ts there. any, | 
thing that brings Conde: tion burDiſobedience, 
2nd Unbelief in him Mad did. Chriſt gLve, any 

Command to his A pies, Mellengers, and Em- 
baſladours, to Perlc flite chem that would not be- 
heve, bear or receive their Teſkmony 2 But to. 
Cake off the Duſt of their feet 25 a Wirnels again{t, 
them, and that ſhould be Puniſhment cnough for. 
them inthe day of Judgement. 
_ » And doth not Chritt (ay, let, the Tares and the. 
Wheat grow together untill the Harveſt. (which is the: 
endof - Ugh. world) andin the endof_ the world, Chriſt 
would fend his 4ngels that. ſhould be the Reapers, that. 
fhould diſtinguiſh the Wheat from the Tares > 
So. Chriſt did not. give Men Power before the 
* World: was. ended, to pluck up.the Tares, left 
they ſhould pluck u the Wheat with the Tares 2; 
for that Power Chri gives to.his Angels, co ſever 
the Whear from che Tares at the end of the World : 
And. if they: went into Everlaſting puniſhroens, 
thac did nor clogth Chriſt in his members, and 


viſk 


of them that caſt Him in his Members ito Prifor'> © 
And you Read what Chriſt ſaith unto Saul, why 
Per ſecuteſt thou me > when he was going with Au-- 
cthority from the Chief Prieſts to Perſecute the 

Chriſtzans at Damaſcus. 
And you Read how often Chriſt Commands 
Chriſtians to forgive one another, as God and 
Chriſt hath' forgiven them- : And muſt (theſe 
Commands. of Chriſt be preached and Talked of 
and: not Practifed ? for Chrift ſaith, you muſt do 
the will of his Father if ye enter 'into the Kingdom 
of Heaven : And they that love God and Chriſt 
will not only call him Lord, but keep his Com- 
mands, and do what he-faith. - 4: Sho | 
And how do they thar are 'called Chriſtians 
ſay the Lords prayer, who deftre-the Lord to 
forgive them their Treſpaſſes as they forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt them * for Chriſt ſaith, if you 
forgive Men their treſpaſſes, your Heavenly Father 
will alſo forgive you your Treſpaſſes ? but if ye forgive 
not Men their tre ſpaſſes, neither will your Father which is 
in Heaven forgive you your treſpaſſes, to wit, your 
Treſpafſes that you treſpals againſt him, Match. 6. 
Mark EE, Sg | E 
Nony here you may ſee that you Pray to God 
Conditionally, for God to forgive you your Trel- 
paſies againſt him as you do forgive them that 
Treſpaſs againſt you, and not otherwiſe you - 
2 Ire 
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>  -our Sayiour (Now this ſhould be the Practice of 


| PE Ws OIL. 
ſire. God tg;fprgive you yours ? therefore F Deſire 
you will F-00444 what you deſirein this Prayer. 

. Oh! that all that Profeſs themſelves Chriſtians 
had the Spirit of Chriſt and the mind of Chriſt, 
who ſaid, be Came not to Deſtroy Mens Lives,but to Save 
them? And rebuk't his Diſciples, who would-have 
had fireto have come down "2 Heaven uponthe 
Samaritans that would not Receive Chriſt, and told 
them, they did not know,What Spirit they were of : © So 
if all Chriſtendom had been in the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and *the mind ' of Chriſt, - and known what Spi- 
rit they had been of, they would not have Deſtroy- 
ed ſo many Mens. Lives, by Goals and Perſecuti- 
ons about Religion, and the Worſhip of God, as 
they have done ſince Chriſt and the Apoſtles dayes. 

Soit is clear, it is not the mind of Chriſt, that 
any ſhould ſuffer, or be'put to, Death, becauſe they 
would -not receive. him, or believe on him, bur 
to.ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet, to be a Wir- 
neſs againſt them in the Day of Judgment. 

And if we are to Pray for them that Perſecute 
| us, then they neednot fear that we ſhould hate 
them ; -for we are commanded to Loye our Ene- 
mies, and ſalute them, and not only our Brethren, 
we areto Pray for All Men, even for KINGS and 
all that are in Authority, that we maylead a quiet . 
and a peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty , 
or this is good and acceptable in the Sight of God - 


all 
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(9) 
all chem-that profeſs true Chriſtianity) for God 
would haye all men to be ſaved, and come tothe 
Knowledge of the Truth; for there is one God, 
| and one Mediator betwixt God and Men, the Man 
| Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 
to be teſtified in due time. | He 
| Now, if Kings and all men muſt be prayed for, 
and all that be in Authority, and God would have 
them all co be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge 
_ of the Fruth, and Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom ' 
forall ; then why ſhould men Perſecute, and Im- 
priſon, and Deſtroy one another, and Spoil the 
Goods of one another, concerning Church, Reli- 
_  gionand Worſhip, for not Conforming one to an- 
T8o other? whereas they ſhould Pray for one another. 
And do they not prerend to pluck up Tares before © 
the World's End 2 which Chriſt hath forbidden 
bur is the Angels Work at the End of the World. 
Why ſhould ſuch as pretend themſelyes Chriſti- 
ans, Impriſon and Perlecute any to Death whom 
Chriſt hath Ranſomed ? who gaye himſelf a Ran- 
ſom for all. And God would have all Men faves, 
and come to the Knowledge ofthe Truth : then, 
why ſhonld any be Deſtroyed upon the Account of _ 
Religion 2 And Chriſt ſaid, Fe came to Save Men's 
Lives, and not to Deſtroy them. _ 2 = 
So itis clear, it 1s not the Mind of God and 
Chriſt that Men ſhould Deſtroy one another about 
Religions, Wayes and Worſhips, but Pray for one 
| another 2 


EE, + AX) - - 
tothe; for Chrift {aid co his Diſciples, who would: 
have had Fire come down fram Heaven to have 
Deftroyed the Samaritans, Ye know not what Spirit ye 
are of ; and Rebuked them, and told them, Hewas 
-not-come to Deftroy Men's Lives, but.to Save them. _ 
And when Chriſt came, thete were too many 
deſtroyers of Mens Lives aboutReligion in the world, 
and ſome of the Diſciples. were. giving way to thar 
fpirit;that would bave had Men's Lives. Deſtroyed, 
that would-not receive Chriſt , bur he came to de- 
ftroy the Devil and bis Works, who was the De- 
. Rtroyer of Men's Lives: and ſo Chrift came not 
to Deſtroy Men's Lives, but to Save them. And 
therefore have all in Chriſtendom, who have De- 
ſtroyed, nor known what Spirit they bave been of, 
that have Deſtroyed ſo many Men and Women's 
Lives, by Impriſoniog and Perſecuting-them abour 
Religion and Worſhip, fince the Apoſtles dayes ? 
And hath not this been contrary to the Commands 
of Chriſt and the Mind of God 2 who would have 
all be ſaved, and all to be prayed for, and to fo:- 
oiveone another, and ro love one another, and to 
ove Enemies; yeax to Pray for Perſecutors, and 
not be Perſecutors, and to be Clothers and Vift- 
ters of Chrift in his Members in Priſon, and not 
_ tobe Caſters of him and his Members into Priſon ; 
for Chriſt, who taſted Death for every man, and 
gave hmilelf a Ranſom for all, to wit, Men and 
Women, who ſaith, He came to Save Men's Lives, 
| | and 
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| his Glory, Amen. | 
| Frombhim that deſites nothing in his. Heart and Soul,but the eternal Good 
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- ( Il ); : | | 
and not to Deſtroy them , He is the one Mediatotbe« 


tween God and Man. 
that bath led proteſs'd Chriftians to Perſecute, and 
Impriſon and Deſtroy Men's Lives & Eſtates about 
Religion, Church and Worſhip, ſince Chriſt and 


the Apoſtles dayes, ſeeing. Chritt bids you; Love E- 


nemies, 'Pray for Pexſecutars, and them that Hutt you,and 
Deſpighifully uſe Jou And therefore my Dellre is to 


the Lord, T hatalſfthar profeſs Chriſtianity, may poſe | 
ſes Chriſt's Spirit and Mind : a 4 then they Trl 


not Perſecute Chrift in his Members.. 

And ſo Idefire that all may come-into; the Fear 
of God, that they may receive his pure, gentle, hea- 
venly\Wildom,thar by it yau may be axdeved, 
order all:that God gives you, anger your hands, to- 


and all mens everlaſting Happineſs and welfare in Chriſt Feſus, Amen, 


Kingſton, the 24th of the | | 
Sd Moneth, 1682. | | Q . F 6 - 
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So. judge in. your ſelves what Spirit tt hath been, 
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